
BTV is spread by biting insect vectors, particularly Culicoides midges. All ruminant species are 
susceptible. However, bluetongue is primarily a disease of sheep. Infection in cattle, although of great 
epidemiological significance, is usually subclinical. The virulence of different strains of bluetongue varies 
significantly.  
The mortality rate is very variable in sheep and generally ranges from 0 to30% depending on the virus 
strain and genotype of sheep. Goats are affected less commonly and less severely than sheep.  
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BTV can mimic signs of pneumonia or photosensitisation. 
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https://namp.animalhealthaustralia.com.au/public.php
https://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/about-us/services/laboratory-services/veterinary/bluetongue

