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Invitation to Participate 

My name is Sally Grimson and I am undertaking a research project as part of the Bachelor of 

Social Science (Psychology) Honours degree at Charles Sturt University, under the 

supervision of Dr Rachel Hogg. 

You are invited to participate in a research study investigating how occupational death 

impacts on the professional and personal lives of veterinarians. Participation is open to 

practicing veterinarians (employed either part-time or full-time) in Australia. 

Before you decide whether or not you wish to participate in this study, it is important for you 

to understand what this will involve, so please read the following information carefully.  

What is the purpose of this study?  

This study seeks to explore the occupational experiences of veterinarians in relation to loss 

and grief in the workplace, and the impact of such experiences on the professional and 

personal lives of veterinarians. Previous research suggests that encounters with death in the 

workplace, as well as other workplace experiences of loss, are often not well understood and 

this study aims to explore this issue in the context of veterinary practice.  

The results of this research project will appear in a dissertation, which is a requirement of the 

Bachelor of Social Science (Psychology) (Honours) degree and may be published in an 

academic journal.  

Why have I been invited to participate?  

We are seeking registered veterinarians practicing in Australia to participate in this study. 

Veterinarians who have experienced a significant loss in the last 6 months are advised to 



consider not participating in this study but are welcome to contact the Chief Investigator to 

discuss this further before making a decision.  

 

There is no payment or reward for participating in this study. Participating in the study 

provides an opportunity to share your views and experiences as a veterinarian and may 

contribute to the development of a better understanding of the veterinary profession and the 

work that is performed by veterinarians.  

 

Your participation in this study is voluntary, and there are no consequences if you decide not 

to participate. If you do decide to participate you may withdraw from the project at any stage 

without providing a reason. In this case, you will be asked whether you would like to 

withdraw all information provided up until that point, whether you would like for the 

information given to be retained, or whether you would like to complete your interview at a 

later time. Once the interview has been transcribed, you will have the option to review your 

transcript before analysis. Once you have received the transcript, you will have 5 days to 

withdraw any information or from the study completely.   

 

What does this study involve?  

Participation involves participating in a semi-structured interview about your work and 

personal experiences as a veterinarian, and how these are impacted by your occupational 

experiences of death. The interview will include some general questions about your work as a 

veterinarian, as well as some more specific questions about your experience of euthanasia, 

death, and grief at work. Interviews can take place in person for veterinarians working in 

practices in the Wagga Wagga area, or over the phone or via video conference for those 

outside of the Riverina region. Interviews should take approximately 60 to 90 minutes. 

 

What are the risks involved in participating in this study?  

It is not anticipated that participants will experience any harm by participating in this study, 

however, as the interview will involve questions about the veterinarians experiences of death, 

loss and grief, discussing these experiences may bring up emotions of sadness or distress. If 

at any time you find yourself feeling uncomfortable you may simply withdraw your 

participation by advising the Chief Investigator that you do not wish to continue.  

 

Should you experience any distress during or after your participation in this study please 

consider contacting your GP, visiting SANE.org (sane.org/get-help), calling Lifeline on 131 

114 (Lifeline should be used for urgent crisis support only), calling the Beyond Blue 

Support Service on 1300 22 4636 or calling the Suicide Call Back Service on 1300 659 

467. Additionally, the Australian Veterinary Association (AVA) offers a free 24/7 

confidential counselling service to all AVA members which can be reached by calling 1300 

687 327.  

 

What will happen to the information once this study is over?  

The data collected during this study will be presented in Ms Sally Grimson’s Honours 

Dissertation, which is a requirement of the Bachelor of Social Science (Psychology) 



(Honours) degree and may also be published in peer-reviewed journals and/or presented at 

academic conferences. Your data will be de-identified before it is presented. This data may 

also be analysed in future research projects of a similar nature. 

 

At the completion of the study, all data including the interview recordings and de-identified 

transcripts, will be securely stored on password protected computers, as password protected 

files on a back-up external hard-drive which will be kept in a locked safe when not used, and 

on a password protected Dropbox account. Only the investigators named in this statement 

will have access to it. To ensure confidentiality, your data will be stored without reference to 

your name or any other identifying factors.  

 

What if you have questions about this study? 

If you wish to ask any questions prior to participating, please contact either of the above-

named researchers. Likewise, if you would like to print a copy of this information statement 

for your records please press CTRL+P before commencing the study. 

 

Note: The Charles Sturt University Human Research Ethics Committee has approved this 

project. If you have any complaints or reservations about the ethical conduct of this project 

you may contact the Committee through the Presiding Officer: 

Presiding Officer 

Human Research Ethics Committee, 

Charles Sturt University, 

Locked Bag 588, Wagga Wagga NSW 2650 

Tel: (02) 6933 4213. Email: ethics@csu.edu.au 

Any issues you raise will be treated in confidence and investigated fully and you will be 

informed of the outcome. 

 


